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Inside this issue: 

Ben Clark Training Center Display 

In early November, John Minijares and John 

McLaughlin added several pictures of     

Museum owned engines, nomex shirts, and 

a jacket from the now closed volunteer Lost 

Lake Station, north of Blythe. The estimates 

of items displayed are 40 along with 70  

pictures. 

Los Osos Training Center Display 

Don Salisbury says that soon they will be 

the recipients of a standard CDF weather 

station. The station is intact but needs some 

cosmetic work that will be done by Jim 

Sasules. Once Jim determines its condition, 

it will be kept at the SCTC as a static       

display. They are grateful for the assistance 

of BC Tim Harness, the CDF La Panza Forest 

Fire Station and crew.  

Big Jimmy News 

“The "Big Jimmy" CDF fire engine will have 

a crew and be driven in the Mother Goose 

Parade again this year. This is the largest 

parade in San Diego County and one of  

California’s largest public parades, “Mother 

Goose” originated in 1947 as a gift to the 

children of East County from local          

businessmen. Upward of 400,000 spectators 

line Magnolia, Main and Second Streets for 

this annual kick-off to the holidays. 

The parade attracts thousands to the streets of 

El Cajon, California to view the parade for 

free on the Sunday before Thanksgiving. This 

year it's on November 24th.  

 

The parade entries include spectacular      

motorized floats, glorious marching bands 

and drill units, eloquent equestrians,           

animated clowns, special characters, special 

guests, performing artists, celebrities, giant 

helium balloons, specialty vehicles, and of 

course, Santa Claus.” 

Written by Ron Serabia 

 

In case you haven’t seen, here are a few links 

to video interviews about Big Jimmy: 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQDWWIlVqZM 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZrmUi4qNYI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Update on the Museum, Branch &  

Displays 
Published Quarterly 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQDWWIlVqZM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZrmUi4qNYI
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Museum Visitors 

On November 7th, 30 second grade students and five adults 

from Arrowhead Elementary School came for a tour of the    

Museum. Jerry, Jan, Henry and Steph took small groups around 

the museum with a final stop at the Emergency Command   

Center. The students eagerly approached each display and told 

their own stories about fire department exposure. They        

received fire prevention “goody bags” on their way back to 

class. 

 

The Bud Lewis family came by to visit the Museum on Saturday, 

November 16th. Three generations were present and excited to 

hear all about their family’s involvement with CDF. Donna, 

Bud’s wife, was very informative herself about past incidents, 

where she was and who was doing what (Hopefully one day we 

can get Donna to write about this). After touring the museum, 

the family toured the 1963 Chevrolet Model 1 that they support 

along with Jack Elder.  

Bud’s son David is a curator at the Pioneer Museum in Julian.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Updates Cont’d Photos From Yesterday! 

Gustine Station Circa 1954 

Engines assigned to Gustine Stations Circa 1954 
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FACEBOOK 

 

Do you know that the Museum has a Facebook 

account? It’s there to keep you updated on  

museum business.  BUT we’d like to see it  

become more active.  YOU can help us greatly 

by utilizing it to post your history, pictures and 

inquiries.  This will be a great way to inquire 

about people you knew and have them connect 

with you.  It’s a great opportunity to share 

some ideas, special moments in your work  

history and get those old photos identified with 

help from others. The Beaumont/San Jacinto 

Battalion has a Facebook page that has been 

really active and historical photos brought up a 

lot of info on past incidents that may have 

been forgotten. 

Remember you are a contributor to the   

history of the Department. We want your 

history not only for us, but for future      

generations. 

Search us at Cal Fire Museum or enter the link 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/CAL-FIRE-

MUSEUM/120434031325043 
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Photos From Yesterday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Networking 

1950 Ford Crew Truck. Does anyone recall the skid 

mount being reversed as shown in this picture? 

Comparison of a Model 34 in the foreground and an   

model 5 in the background. 
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Medal of Valor 

The museum is currently looking for good photographs of  

the following Medal of Valor recipients. Please contact 

the museum if you have photographs or know someone 

who might. 

 

 

Abril, Frank 

Allen, James F. 

Allen, Mort 

Anderson, Tena G. 

Angel, Dan 

Ayers, Eric R. 

Bach, Gene 

Blythe, Steven W. 

Boren, Denis Mike 

Bowes, Jacklyn D. 

Brunson, Michael L. 

Call, Corey 

Campbell, Jack E. 

Cannata, Louis 

Carlos, Paul J. 

Carr, Michael A. 

Clark, William A. 

Clayton, William R. 

Connoly, Eric 

Dashiell, Robert 

DeGifford, Kelly 

DeLeon, Dave 

Dougherty, James D. 

Efflandt, Kyle J. 

Eldridge, Ron 

Eller, Ken 

Fisher, Bill 

Gibble, Rick Lee 

Gomez, Felipe 

Grim, Westly D. 

Guarino, Stephen 

Guhl, John 

Haggard, Joe G. 

Hamilton, Kenneth 

Harden, Dave 

Harkness, Mike 

Hawkins, Jeffery M. 

Heinback Jr., Charles M. 

Hollowell, Ryan 

Imperiale, Rhett  

Johnson, Franklin T. 

Junette, David W. 

Krings, Will 

Lenell, Lynne 

The above photo is of our new Medal 

of Valor podium.  Made from oak, it 

also features a hand engraved replica 

of the medal. Visitors can view each 

album and recipient information 

more conveniently.  When standing 

before it, it adds to the significance of 

why these people deserved this   

honor.  



Logan, Neil 

Main, Thomas 

Mansur, Tom (Harold) 

Mason, William F. 

Mathias, James 

McConnel, Thomas 

McCray, Kurt 

McDaniel, Andy 

McGuire, George 

Medina, Antonio 

Miller, Eric J. 

Moore, Richard 

Mower, James C. 

Newel, Mike 

Nielson, Len 

Norman, Sean 

Norris, Don 

O’Leary, Kevin 

Oldag, Thomas W. 

Oliver, Flint 

Otero Jr., Ignacio 

Paulus, Robert E. 

Pfeifer, John A. 

Quigley, Gerald 

Rajskup, James 

Ratsep, Skip 

Reger, Larry 

Ricketts, Adam 

Rissmiller, James 

Robbins, John 

Rodgers, Mark 

Russell, Ray 

Sanders, Joe 

Sanford, Darryl R. 

Santone, Chuck 

Schrowe, Chris 

Schwettmann Jr., Carl 

Semple, Joel 

Shew, David 

Smith, Donald F. 

Smith, William 

Suarez, Alfredo D. 

Tate, Delbert 

Tolme, Craig 

Vaughn, Stephen 

Velasquez, Mike 

Ward, Dan 

Waterman, Joseph W. 

Westrip, Fredrick 

Young, Jeff 
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Medal of Valor 

These  finished albums will be displayed in the 

museum . The top photograph is a replica of the 

medal itself that was bonded to the outside. The 

bottom photograph shows how we present each 

recipient's award. 

 

Through the efforts of Glen Newman, we have a 

complete file on each recipient and have given 

one to human resources. 
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California Fire Chaplain Association 



 

Volunteers are always needed. Even if you are able to 

come down once a month to the Museum, it would be a 

tremendous help. You can even work from home! 

 

*Organization 

*Clerical 

*Picture Cataloging 

*Website Design 

*Research 

*Interviewing Past Employees 

*Locating Artifacts 

*Grant Writing 

*Property and Equipment Acquisitions 

*Program Development 

*Fundraising Events 

*You name it, we need the help! 

 

Great war stories too! 
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Museum Business 

2014 Calendar Now Available 

The CDF Museum is pleased to 

present our 2014 Calendar. 

 

This Stunning 8.5”x11” wall cal-

endar features Cal Fire in action. 

 

This Calendar gives you the op-

portunity to see Cal Fire and its 

many different sides. 

Volunteer Today 

Museum volunteer Steve Mauer re-

ceiving his retirement badge and 

letter from Chief Rod Bywater. He 

retired December 29, 2013. 



The Museum Committee appreciates those who have       

donated during 2013. 

 Jim Acheson, Ken Alford, Lennie Baker,  Carol Bouchard, Bill Britton, Dave Buck, Mark 

Carlson, Duane Chamlee, Bob Ford, JoAnn Fowler, Dale Geldert, Gary Gilbert, Jim 

Grammer, Shar Harkness, Bill Harrington, Mickey Hess, Bob Innes, Donna Lewis, JR 

McCollister, Toni Miltenberger, Chris Parker, Don Paulsen, Bob Robeson, Jeff Row, 

Ken Sigsbee, Lewis Smith, Nancy Taylor, Ralph Titus, Bob Togstad, Clint Vance, Greg 

Wayne, Bill Welch and Charley White  
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Do You Want to Make a Donation? 

Make Checks Payable To: 

CDF Museum 

 Corporation  

We are a Corporation in 

the State of  California.  

We have our 501C (3)   

5 year letter  from the   

Internal Revenue Service 

and the Franchise Tax 

Board                   

Named Gift Contributors 

The Big Jimmy is supported by: 

Lennie Baker, John Hess, Bob 

Robeson and Bill Welch 

The Bud Lewis Engine is supported 

by: Donna Lewis, Jack Elder and 

Laura Lewis 

To contribute to a display or another 

engine that is not listed here, please 

contact the museum. 

Newsletter edited by 

Laura Thompson and 

Stephanie Regis 
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Help us on a regular 

basis. The forms for 

payroll deduction 

are on our web site. 

Click on:  

news/interactive 

download/ 

documents 

Do You Want to Make a Donation? 

Make Checks Payable To: 

CDF Museum 

Retiree’s who have signed up for payroll deduction  

Doug Allen, Don Ashley, David Avila, Gerry Bach, Lennie Baker, John Barbour,  Dick Barrows, 

Jim Barta, Linda Batchelor, Virginia Belcher,  Larry Benson, Doug Blangsted, Russ Bockhop, Walt 

Bolster, Carol Bouchard, Jon Brothers, Bruce Brown, Larry Brown, Bill Buchko, Germaine Burke, 

Bob Burkett, Ron Bywater, Mark Carlson, Ernylee Chamlee, Jack Clarke,  Mona Curtis,  Steve 

Dale, Lou Daniel, Mike Del Puppo, Reno DiTullio, Will Donaldson, Dave Dougherty, Mike Dowd, 

Cliff Dulcich, Wayne Dunham, Kevin Eggleston, Joanne Evans, Ron Faulkner, Mike Fernandez, 

Mary Flake, Dick Ford, Sunnie Fronek, Greg Furey, Jim Gahagan, Tom Gardner, Larry German, 

Jerry Glover, Dick Goings, Bob Green, Lefty Green, Carlo Guthrie, George Haines, Bill Harring-

ton, Steve Hansler, Steve Hartman, Darlene Hayes, Dick Hayes, Arlie Hill Jr, Don Holt, Delmas 

Hoppis, Floyd Humerickhouse, Jim Hunter, Steve Huntington, Bob Jackson, Jim Jones, Gary 

Karle, Darrel Kelly, Ken Kenoyer, Phil Kerr, Lewis Killion, Craig Kincaid, John Krum, Dan Lang, 

Doug Lannon, Ron Lee, Ernest Leedy, Neil Logan, John Loop, Bill Lord, Chuck Maner, Lisa Mar-

rone, Bob Martines, Mike Mata, Steve Maurer, Neil Mc Bride, Jim McCarter, John McLaughlin, 

Bill Meers, Steve Mello, Jim Mierkey, Jeff Millar, Dean Monsen, Bob Monsen, Jim Moranda, Carl 

Murray, Janice Nemeyer, Bill Neville, Glen Newman, Jan Newman, Jim  Nolan, Steve Norris, Den-

nis O’Brien, Bill O’Connor, Tom O’Keefe, Don Olday, Frank Orr, George Osborne, Kim Penning-

ton, Eugene Peterson, Janet Piccola, George Pond, Loren Poore,  Chuck Pruett, Marge Ramsey, 

Ray Regis, Jim Reid,  Leonard Richards, Jerry Rolph, Bradley Romaine, Marc Romero,  Don Rus-

sell, Pat Russell, Don Salisbury, Louie Sanchez, Dan Schott, Fred Schmidt, Joel Semple, Pixle 

Semple, Ron Serabia, Norm Silver, Art Smith, Jim O. Smith, Kathy Smith, Dick Smithen, Ray Snod-

grass,  Jack Story, Rick Swan, Gary Todd, Catherine Toy, Bruce Tubeville, Jim Turner, Clint 

Vance, Hank Van Loon, Carl Vogt, Eric Vogt, Jim Wagner, Ruth Wasley, Nancy Weatherbie,   

Charley White, Craig Williams, Randy Wilson, Tom Wilson, Mike Witesman, Bob Wolf and Don 

Woods 

Active Employee’s who have signed up for payroll deduction  

Gary Aguilar, Tim Ashworth, Glenn Barley, Steve Beach, Andy Bennett, Tim Bingham, Erik 

Blakeway, Cody Bogan, Chris Bondy, Liz Brown, Seth Brown, Tim Buckley, Chris Bump, Tanya 

Camper-Lange, Bryan Carter,  Tim Chavez, Josh Chrisman,  Denney Conley, Earl Crawford, Jer-

ry Dalebout, Ed Darnall, John Dominguez III, Matt Dunham, Melodie Durham, Marc Engel, Brian 

Erickson, Greg Everhart, Fred Flores, Tom Foley, Duran Gaddy, Alex Garcia, Laura Germany, 

Ralph Gladwin, Alex Gonzales, Mark Grisamore, Peter Grzeskowiak, Jacob Gurrea, Ken Hale, 

Shannan Harris, Dick Harvey, John Hawkins, Tony Hernandez, Scott Herrick, Scott Heyermann, 

Shawn Hogan, Kevin Holland, Bill Holmes, Todd Hopkins, Scott Jalbert, Doug Johnson, Jeff John-

son, Clayton Jolley, Mark Jones, Bill Knight, Carl Kinnel, Bill Kissinger, Jared Krum, Keith Larkin, 

Alex Law, Steve Lawshe, Edwardo Lee, Travis Lemm, Tommy Lemus, Bob Lewin, Richard Logan, 

Anastasiv Lopez, James Lopez, Mike Lopez, Jason Marsh, Bryan McEntire, Tom McEwen, Dan Mc 

Peak, Mike Meddles, Chris Miller, Cherilyn Molina, Geoff Money, Chad Moxley, Jeff Munyon, 

Shawn Newman, George Nunez, Colette O’Connor, Dick Owens, Ryan Pack, Jeff Paddock, Bill 

Peters, Jamie Phillips, Jarret Philips, Joe Pidgeon, Ken Pimlott, Shane Porter, Chris Post, Randy 

Pritchard, Danielle Rubida, Barry Rudolph, Rudy Saldana, John Sanders, Andre Schmidt, John 

Schnell, Stuart Sharp, Steve Shaw,  Tom Shoots, Brook Spelman, Lucas Spelman, Owen Stark-

weather, Mary Stock, Mike Sweeney, Dan Szczepznek, Brett Taylor, Red Taylor, Sara Thomas, 

Brian Tominaga, Paul VanGerwin, Steve Volmer, Cristina Wallace, Mark Watkins, Bill Weiser, 

Ryan West, Alicia Whippy, Arnie White, Frank Wilson, Darrel Wolf, and Mara Zaver     
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Santa Clara Ranger Unit Headquarters Alma 1943 

This picture from 1943 shows the Santa Clara Ranger Unit Headquarters at Alma Station.  

When the Lexington Reservoir was constructed in 1952 the Santa Clara Ranger Unit Head-

quarters was moved to Morgan Hill. The site of Alma’s original station now lies at the bottom 

of the Lexington Reservoir.  The current CDF Alma Station, now up the hill above the high-

water mark, is located at 19650 Santa Cruz Highway, Los Gatos, and is staffed seasonally. 

Alma is a California ghost town in Santa Clara County. Located at latitude 37.18N and longi-

tude 121.98W, it is 551 feet above sea level.  

The town was mostly demolished when the James J. Lenihan Dam was constructed there in 

1952. Alma, at the time, had a population of less than 100 people. It was an important rail stop 

for the logging industry in the Santa Cruz Mountains, as well as a stop for vacationers heading 

to the coast from the Santa Clara Valley.  Just north of Alma was the town of Lexington, which 

had greatly declined by the time the dam and reservoir were constructed. 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=19650+Santa+Cruz+Highway,+Los+Gatos&hl=en&sll=37.314634,-121.877251&sspn=0.010461,0.008894&vpsrc=0&hnear=19650+Santa+Cruz+Hwy,+Los+Gatos,+California+95033&t=m&z=17
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghost_town
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Clara_County,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Cruz_Mountains
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Clara_Valley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lexington,_California
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These Corporations have contributed to the Muse-

um : 

 

USA LIGHT and ELECTRIC 

Patton, CA 

ANDREWS RANCHO del NORTE  

Downey, CA 

REZEK 

San Bernardino, CA  

ELECTRO SPECIALTY SYSTEMS 

San Diego, CA 

ACTION FIRE STORE 

Lake Havasu City, AZ 

STATE FARM INSURANCE 

Agent R.C. Chavez 

San Bernardino, CA 

Mc DONALD—WESTERN 

Escondido, CA 

SB CARGO INC 

Descanso, CA  

CROWN FIRECOACH ENTHUSIASTS 

Santa Monica, CA 

EMERGENCY VEHICLE MOBILE SERVICE 

Hesperia, CA  

LAZR EMBROIDERY 

Yucaipa, CA 

 Corporate and Community Sponsors 

Foundations Grants 

These Foundations have contributed to the museum 

STATE FARM FOUNDATION 

VULCAN MATERIALS COMPANY 

CDF-FIREFIGHTERS  BENEVOLENT 

FOUNDATION 

Endowment Fund 

Your Museum Board of Directors created an En-

dowment Fund  opening an account with the Mu-

tual Fund Company of T. Rowe Price located in 

Baltimore, MD. 

 

Their Capital Appreciation Fund was selected 

because of its investment objective of seeking 

long-term growth while preserving the principal.  

 

The Museum Endowment Fund Policy is to pre-

serve the principal and provide growth by rein-

vesting the capital gains. The interest earned will 

only be used after the fund reaches $50,000. 

  

Those of you who would like to contribute to our 

endowment fund may do so by making named 

contributions or you might consider making 

changes to your estate to provide funding to con-

tinue preserving the history of  CDF.     

 Those who have contributed to the Endowment 

Fund. 

Jarrel B. Glover 

George Pond 

Bill Harington 
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Advertise in our newsletter by 

purchasing a quarter page ad. 

Four issues per year $100.00 
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California’s Only Memorial 

Dedicated to Wildland Firefighters 

 

Donations help to maintain and update the Memorial.  

Let us remember all who gave the ultimate sacrifice. 

 

 

California Wildland Firefighter Memorial, Inc. 

P.O. Box 21092 

San Bernardino, CA 92406 

Phone: (909) 881-6984 

WWW.CWFM.INFO 

PayPal available 

 

The Yucaipa Rotary Club is implementing at           

Recognition Garden at the Old Fire Station Museum. 

There will be a six-foot curving wall and engraved 

paving stones naming firefighters as well. 

 The pathways are open for purchase and are for sale 

for $40.00 per paver— which are 4 by 8 inch in size 

and includes two lines of letters engraved with 15 

characters per line. Other options including emblems 

and logos are available. For more information, call 

909-831-5410. 

Or you can contact the CDF Museum for a order form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Perfect Gift 
Give the Gift of CDF History 

This three-dimensional 24kt gold plated ornament with red engine 

is a beauty. Representing the 1939 GMC Fire Truck “Big Jimmy”, 

the famous CDF engine, this gift is sure to please the CDF Fire-

fighter, retiree, or CDF spouse in your life. 

“Big Jimmy” is mounted in a 5”x5” gift box with a commemora-

tive card detailing the engine’s remarkable history. Also suitable 

for framing as a presentation piece. 

This American-made limited edition of 150 is priced at $25 in-

cluding shipping and handling.  As an additional bonus, a portion 

of your purchase will be donated to the CalFire Museum. 

Order online at ChiefHolt@verizon.net or call 951-683-1459  

 

Presentation Gifts • Fire Academy Graduations • Retirements • Father’s Day • Anniversary • Christmas 
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These Vendors have purchased advertising space in your newsletter 

Four issues per year charge $25.00 per year  per card 

Volume 10 Issue 4 
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Or Current Resident 

1938 Autocar was custom built for California. This engine 

included an 6-man cab, 2 pumps (one driven by a sepa-

rate engine), fog spray, 500-gal water tank and portable 

lighting plant. 

Kern Ranger Unit  


